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“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
John 13

The past few weeks (the last two in October) I have been preaching about Love.
It wasn’t so much intentional as it was that I was led by the weekly Lectionary
text…. But then again, one of my favorite preaching topics is love. Actually in
my first church, some 30 years ago, one of my actual sermon titles was
“He’s Talking About Love Again”. I guess I do it often because as I read the
Gospels, and actually the entire Bible, and especially the New Testament, I see
the theme “Love” being used over and over again. I turn to the verse which is
often called the Bible in miniature (John 3:16): 16 For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.”
That passage begins with “For God so Loved THE WORLD. And then,
companion that verse with “the new commandment” that Jesus gave, in John 13
(which is printed above….. ) “Love one another”. Above all else this is what we,
as his disciples, are called to do, Love, real, genuine Love. Not convenient
Love, ...or Love, if get my own way. But genuine, unconditional,
(yes maybe even sacrificial) love.
In John 3, Jesus continues…. “17 For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” You see, Jesus
did not come to condemn, but to give light and life and love.
The year 2020 has been one for the record books. The state, our schools,
our gatherings…. And our churches have not been the same. There is this strange
little critter flying around, so small that we can’t even see it with our naked eyes,
but, we are told it is there.

This is the year of the mask. The year of “social distancing”. The year of on line
worship, and few “face to face” (never heard that expression until this year)
gatherings.
At Saybrook UMC we were blessed to be able to be on line from the very
first Sunday when the church was told to suspend “face to face” worship. And
from about the 2nd or 3rd week following the closing, the Sanctuary has been
open, especially on Wednesday for prayer, Taize services, and Open Communion
(actually, if you were to walk into the Sanctuary right now you would be able to
take Communion at the rail). A few more weeks later we started WOW again, and
on the first Sunday in June we gathered in the parking lot for Sunday worship.
The Saybrook Park was closed for most of the summer, and all reservations were
canceled, but, thank you Park Board, we were able to worship the last two summer
Sundays at the park, keeping intact our record of 56 consecutive seasons at the
Lake (and next year I am looking forward to 57).
With all of this said, we need to also look at our numbers….. And, thanks
to all of you they are not all that bad. We cut back on our Conference Apportionments, but have been able to maintain current on all other bills. And for attendance, our pre-June on line views was 130, and our post June face to face attendance was 65 with another 65 for on line views… together that adds up to about
130. Our average worship in 2019 at this time was 110. We are reaching more
people within the congregation and beyond, ...and they are tithing.
I love the line that Roy used in his Lay Leader report…. “God didn't remove the Red Sea he parted it, God doesn't always remove our challenges but he
will make a way to get through them” In 2020 life, and life in the church, has not
been easy, but God does not call us to the easy, God calls us to faith. In this year
we have seen a lot…. Covid, racial unrest, political unrest, even unrest in the
church…… all around me I have seen more anger and divisiveness than I think I
have ever seen before…. But God is still here. God is in control.
God is still Love!!
And so I close as I opened:
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“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.” John 13

And here is looking forward to the challenges, the frustrations,
and the opportunities to Love in 2021!
Peace and Love,

Jeff
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Grace Arnold
Rylee Richards
Autumn Rose Wright
Tom Davis
Marilyn Reese
Shannon DeCamillo
Allyson Loveland
Lynsay Whelan—Emmrick
Lloyd Richards
Rick Leavitt
Katarina Sundquist
Phyllis Wright
Justin Nelson
Brady Wright
Edward Wiley
Emily Richards
Ed Vaughn
Katie Stoll
Robin Laughlin
Tom Tyler
Joshua Stoll
Brenda MacNaughton

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
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Mike & Julie Eckart
Dean & Patricia Moore
Jim & Karen Keesler
Thomas & Pauline Loveland
Keith & Sharon Youngberg
Tom & Donna Orr

As a local United Methodist Congregation we promise to honor God with:

Our Prayers

Our Churches, Our Shut Ins, Our Military, Our College Students,
Our Pastor & Family, Missionaries, Dee Ann Rich, Ethan & Ashley Batschelet,
Ed & Linda Gray, Richard Clugh, Don & Mary Clugh Family,
MaryLee Verdi & Family, River, Betty Hansen, Carol Loudermilk,
Richard & Grace Arnold, Jim & Phyllis Wright, Mary Simmons,
Dean & Patty Moore, Lloyd Richards, Carolyn Wayand, Roy & Earline Stiltner,
Howard Hewitt, Erik Pimentel, Jim & Bobbi Brindley, Kurt Brindley,
Eva DeCamillo, Rev. Scott Walsh, Roy Stiltner II, Donna Juras,
Larry & Dixie Liggett, Bruce & Sue DeRidder, Art & Debbie Scott,
Chuck & Janette Davis, Caroline, Lori Leibbrandt, Betty Harting,
Eddie & Linda Dana, Heather Long, Sherry& Ken Livingston, Marilyn Lundquist,
Rona, Rev.Doug Lewis, Sandy Connley, Sarrah Brown, Ben, Mary Hamilton,
Mark & Family, Juli, Rita, Mary Lewis, Stoneman Family, Jim Wright, Judy,
John & Laura Morgan, Edie Warren, Harold & Lou Buck, Janet Renard, Korey
Stoneman, Cathy Morgan, Mat Sobolewski, Sandy Mead, Rick Arnold,
Erik & Heather Peterson, Keith Davidson, Linda, Brenda MacNaughton, Diane, Betty,
Jackie McKee, Mark DiBell, Vikie, Edgar Bradley, Alex Gonzalez, Joel, Nellie,
Brent, Aiden, Alex & Family, Glen, Heather, Noah, Shelly, Chuck, Ralph,
Brett Bunnell, Mary Ann Gage, Jud Palmer, Dave, Mel & Family, The Fifer Family,
Jerri Shultz, Patrick Zoblefin, Jim McKee, Julie Hanneman & Family,
Shawn & Gerry, Jill & Family, David & Family, Maryilyn, Keith Youngberg,
Landon, Scott & Colleen, Howard, Alex, Denny Densmore, Louise Ebetino,
Michelle (Mike) & Ed Hawk & family, Sue, Sheila, Ron & Joyce Shelestak & Family,
Ruth Falcione, Jim Shinault & Family, The Kalinowski Family, Larry & Laura
Becky Reese

Our Gifts

Stewardship Update

Year to Date (September 30, 2020)
Income
$143,476.29
Expenses
-$131,092.25
$12,384.04
We will be back in Sunday School Soon…..
I will give you a call as soon as we find out
exactly when we will begin. My God Bless
you and Thank you For your Patience!

Our Service

9:30am Every Sunday Morning
in the Church Parking Lot
6:00pm Worship on Wednesday
night.
Thanksgiving Service will be online
this year. Please be on the
look out for the link to the service.
God Bless and Stay Healthy!

and Our Witness
Betty Cochran
Change my heart OH GOD….Make
it ever true, change my heart OH
GOD I want to be like you!
I’ve had that song stuck in my head
since I woke up this morning. After I
came into the office, I began to pray
to see what God wants me to put in
the Newsletter, then went to the altar,
prayed some more, opened the bible
and I saw in Habakkuk a song to the
Lord as I read further he sang several
songs to our Father in prayer….
This spurred me on to learn more
about Singing Praises to God.
I’ve learned that there is at least 185
songs in the Book of Psalms, which is
a song book and the other two song
books are the Song of Solomon and
Lamentations.
Of course there are more blurbs,
chants, and hymns throughout the
bible.
I found out that the first song
recorded in Scripture is when Moses
and the Children of Israel sang to the
Lord. This is the first song
documented.
After that there are many more.
All through the Bible it tells us to lift
our voices to the Lord.

Psalm 135:3 ESV
Praise the Lord, for the Lord is
good; sing to his name, for it is
pleasant
1 Corinthians 14:15 What am I to
do? I will pray with my spirit, but I
will pray with my mind also; I will
sing praise with my spirit, but I will
sing with my mind also.
James 5:13
Is anyone among you suffering?
Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful?
Let him sing praise.
Then all the way in Revelations we
still sing!
Revelation 14:3
and they were singing a new song
before the throne and before the
four living creatures and before the
elders. No one could learn that
song except the 144,000 who had
been redeemed from the earth.
A few years ago I remember Rev.Jeff
saying it doesn’t matter how you
sound when you sing. It sounds
beautiful to our Heavenly Father.
He’s right! God wants us to sing no
matter how bad we think we sound.
We are God’s children and he wants
us to lift our voices high and to praise
him and only him!
Change my heart oh God…..
& He sure does, just ask him

Thank you, thank you, I can’t say that enough to all the people that
prayed, shopped, cooked, prepared, the servers who ran the dinners up
and down the stairs then into the cars, all those who greeted, cleaned up,
purchased, and enjoyed our Swiss Steak Dinner. For those who preordered and weren’t able to come, thank you for the Texts, Calls &
Donations. This was the 1st carry out Swiss steak Dinner the Saybrook
United Methodist Church ever did. We just can’t thank you enough for
your patience and loyalty it was so good to see people and talk with
people and have that human touch again at our church. People lined up
out and around the parking lot. We served a record number of friends,
family & community people. We are already planning for next year.
AGAIN THANK YOU from Earline Stiltner & the Church.

The First Sunday in November is our
kickoff day for the Samaritan Purse Shoe
Box drive. The next couple weeks will be
our collection week. Then we will dedicate
the Shoe Boxes on Sunday November
15th.
Thank you The Mission Committee
We want boys and girls around the world
to know that God loves them and has not
forgotten them during this time of fear and
uncertainty. Children need great joy now more than ever. Most of all, they need
the hope found only in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Will you partner with us to share that glorious hope with boys and girls around
the world—many of whom have never heard the Name of Jesus?
We're looking forward to a great Operation Christmas Child season as we
prayerfully consider ways to modify our collection and processing in light of
COVID-19. We are already monitoring local, state, and national guidelines and
making adjustments to help protect the health of those involved in preparing
shoebox gifts.
The Samaritan Purse

The Thankful baskets will be prepared and delivered on
Sat. 11/14. For many years the SUMC have prepared
these baskets to honor and thank our homebound and
widows and widowers for their service to our church.
This year due to COVID our baskets may look a little different, but we still want
to remember and encourage members of our church family. If you would like to
help assemble and deliver these baskets we will meet at 09:00 AM on 11/14. Any
questions contact church office or Cheryl McLaren. We also will be sending
Thanksgiving cards if you would like to help encourage some of our church
family, you can pick them up on Sunday 11/15 and then mail them.
Thank you for serving our church family. God Bless.

Christmas Family Program NEWS
The good news is that our church will have a family distribution
this year.
However, like other things this year, it will be different. As you know
by now, we will NOT be taking donations of used clothing, linens or
toys as we have in the past. We ar e clar ifying the ability to have
our sock and mitten tree up to be filled with new goodies.
We will begin taking donations of food and cleaning and paper
products beginning November 15. Per the Health department guidelines, all items must be in the original packaging. A list of items will be
coming shortly. It will also be displayed at the church by room 4.
We will also have the ability to choose and purchase new gifts
for our families. As in previous years the gift tags will be on the Christmas tree by the back door bulletin board. As you take a tag you will
sign your name next to the corresponding number and letter. When you
bring your wrapped gift with the tag attached it can be placed in the
large nursery across from the bulletin board.
The distribution day will be
Saturday, December 19th beginning at 8 AM.
On that day, all items will be placed in the car trunks of the families.
Only the volunteers will be in the church building.
While this year’s distribution will be quite different, our Lord has
provided a way for us to continue serving Him. There are many ways
for you to be involved whether it be behind the scenes or be present on
distribution day. Chuck Davis will oversee the food and Barb Laughlin
will be in charge of the gifts.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me,
Kathy Feiler at 440-812-3369 or Judy Richards at 440-969-1428.
Thank you for all your help and patience as we are blessed to have
God’s guidance in this crazy year!

Christmas Family Food Drive

Donations of food items, cleaning supplies and personal hygiene products
can be placed on the cart located inside the church rear entrance.
Canned Vegetables (Pull top lids preferred)
Corn
Peas
Green Beans
Baked Beans
Tuna
Canned Fruit (Pull top lids preferred)
Mixed fruit
Pineapple
Peaches
Pears
Easy Meal Prep Items
Hamburger Helper
Macaroni & Cheese
Spaghetti
Spaghetti Sauce
Noodles
Spaghetti ‘O’s (Pull top lids preferred)
Soup (Pull top lids preferred)
Tomato
Chicken Noodle
Mushroom
Children Snack Items
Ritz Cracker packs
Peanut butter 4 pk
Cheese 4 pk
Fruit & Nut Snack Packs
Pudding Cups 4 pk
Jello Cups 4 pk
Fruit Cups 4 pk
Peanut Butter
Jelly

Christmas Dinner Items
Stuffing Mix
Gravy
Chicken Broth/Beef Broth
Cranberry Sauce (Pull top lids preferred)
Cake/Brownie Mix
Frosting
Other Items
Pancake Mix
Pancake Syrup
Cereal

Household Cleaning Products
Laundry Detergent
Household Cleaner
Cleanser
Dish Detergent
Paper Towels (2 pk or larger)
Spray Sanitizer (Lysol)
Disinfecting Wipes
Personal Hygiene
Bar Soap
Shampoo
Deodorant
Toothbrush (Individually sealed)
Toothpaste
Kleenex
Toilet Paper (4 pk or larger)
Hand Sanitizer

It’s time to
Ring the Bell for the Salvation Army

A sign up sheet will be up on
the bulletin board.
We need volunteers to ring the bell on
November 27th. & 28th.
At the Saybrook Giant Eagle Store
Thank you!

I want to say something about the spirituality debate. You don't believe in
God? Fine. Why is it so important for many of you to mock those of us
that do? If we're wrong, what have we lost when we die? Nothing! How
does our believing in Jesus bring you any harm? You think it makes me
stupid? Gullible? Fine. How does that affect you? If you're wrong your
consequence is far worse. I would rather live my life believing in God and
serving Him, and find out I was right, than
not believe in Him and not serve Him, and
find out I was wrong. Then it's too late.
There's no shame in my game! I believe in
Jesus Christ. He said deny me in front of
your friends & I will deny you in front of my
Father. HE'S COMING BACK...Greatest man
in history, had no servants, yet they called
him Master. Had no degree, yet they called
him Teacher. Had no medicines, yet they
called him Healer. He had no army, yet kings
feared Him. He won no military battles, yet
He conquered the world.
He committed no crime, yet they crucified
Him. He was buried in a tomb, yet He lives
today. His name Jesus...

FOR SALE
Large Vinyl Records—Too many to list.

State Collectable Decanters
1967-1968
Beam Kentucky Straight
Bourbon Whiskey
1 Pennsylvania, 1 New Mexico,2 Ohio
1 Laramie Wyoming, 2 New Jersey
If interested please call the office at
440-969-1562.

THANK YOU FOR BRIGHTENING
UP OUR DAY AND TAKING TIME
OUT OF YOUR BUSY DAY TO SAY
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND TO SEE
ALL OF YOU DRIVING BY, SOME
BRIEFLY STOPPING AND
HONKING YOUR HORNS, WHAT
A SURPRISE IT WAS. IT WAS SO
ENDEARING AND THOUGHTFUL
OF YOU ALL.
OUR LIFES ARE TRULY BLESSED
WITH ALL OUR WONDERFUL
FRIENDS AND FAMILY.
THANK YOU AGAIN FOR
MAKING MY BIRTHDAY
A DAY TO REMEMBER.
LOVE DICK & GRACE ARNOLD

